
The Proclamation
Wilbur Cross High School
Second Issue February 2015

“It is the duty of a newspaper to comfort the afflicted and afflict the 
comfortable.” -- E.K. Hornbeck, Inherit the Wind



The Proclamation 2 February 2015

Faculty Advisor: James Brochin
Editors in Chief: Aneurin Canham-Clyne, Shauntasia Hicks
Managing Editor: Shauntasia Hicks
Opinion Editor: Julia Joy
News Editor: Jon Hayward
Features Editor: Staff
Photo Editor:  Alyssa Pagan, Allegra Ranelli
Arts Editor: Lily Rose-Wilen
Sports Editor: Lauren White, Linda Lopez
Contributors: Kruti Patel, Jon Hayward, Daniel Iturbide, Jouse-
beth Lopez, Javier Roman, Jamira Perry, Ambria Saunders, Martine 
Toupou, Murielle Amani, Jousebeth Lopez Torrez, and Melissa Kininga 
Roland Galberth, Edgar Diaz,  Jesus Sanchez, Iryiana Rivera, Japhet 
Ayala, Keiry Ventura, Dainalees Otero, Linda Lopez, Lesly Reinoso, 
Nylevet Elias, Leah Rivers, John Rosenbluth, Marvin Shaw, Raekwon 
Wells, Giovanni Shea 

The Proclamation

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in print and 
online as virtual copies, an online blog, and a podcast site. It is dedicated to bringing you ac-
curate, thorough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, editorials, and more. Opinions and 
viewpoints stated in The Proclamation are not necessarily the opinions or viewpoints of The 
Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned lead editorials), the faculty advisor, Wilbur 
Cross High School, or the New Haven School District. The Proclamation is a designated pub-
lic forum for student expression, and its mission and policy is to encourage student expression. 
Students make final decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View- points, 
including ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur Cross 
High School students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of which is 
subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and letters selected for publication are 
subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.
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Women in the 1800s wore seven-plus lay-
ers on the daily. No woman had worn pants 
in public in Puerto Rico until 1919, when it 
was still considered a crime. Women weren’t 
permitted to wear trousers on the U.S. Senate 
floor until 1993, provided that they wore a 
jacket. Girls were not granted the right to 
wear anything but dresses to school until 
1972, when the requirement was rectified 
with the passage of Title IX of the Education 
Amendment. 
  Typical Wilbur Cross attire is not 
conservative, and at every academy meet-
ing I’ve heard a variation of, “This is not 
a club,” “Pull up your pants,” “Dress for 
school.” When the weather gets warmer 
the announcements even include a friendly 
reminder, “We don’t want to see your bare 

midriffs and belly buttons.” “Make sure to dress appropriately.” But these rules 
do not only regulate attire, they police bodies.  
 In middle school, the girls were assembled in the cafeteria to discuss 
leggings and short-shorts and tank top straps. The fingertip rule was imple-
mented. The three finger rule was introduced. Leggings were straight up 
banned. I asked why then and when I ask why now I am given the same expla-
nation: Revealing clothing is distracting. Bare skin is distracting. Distracting to 
whom?
 Teaching girls that their male classmates’ attention is of more of a 
priority than their comfort and confidence is problematic. My middle school 
classmates who actually had breasts were publicly humiliated, sexualized, 
targeted. Out of a group of girls in identical t-shirts and jeans, the one with the 
biggest bust was dragged out of class because she had more skin, therefore 
more skin to show. The clothes didn’t matter, but the body was bad. The stares 
and grabs were “provoked,” “natural,” not something to be ashamed of as we 
were taught our bodies were. “Dress professionally,” what does that mean? 
Just twenty years ago, anything other than a dress was unprofessional. Refer to 
1993—yes, yes, express yourself. But wear a jacket. 
 Assuming that men can’t control themselves supports the excuse “I 
couldn’t control myself” and is insulting to those who can. Men aren’t any 
more hormonal maniacs than women and really, what’s more detrimental to 
the integrity of the learning environment, the safety of our public schools; a 
thong above the waistline, or a day spent in the office, at home, in the hallway, 
ultimately not learning? 
 I hate to reference the oh-so-pretentious arts school, but I have never 
heard mention of a dress code on campus at the Educational Center for the 
Arts, and time spent there is the most productive and passionate I can imagine. 
 We’ve all heard the terms: slut shaming, misogyny, rape culture, but 
the connection remains unspoken. Regulations like these are the things that 
perpetuate them. 

Yale eats New Haven
Lily Rose-Wilen

A couple of weeks before the holi-
days, I had the opportunity to work 
for Yale Property Management. I 
walked up and down Broadway, 
handing out fliers for performances 
and coupons encouraging passersby 
to step inside the newly opened shops 
downtown. I hadn’t been on Broad-
way for years, and the street was 
transformed. Shops with names like 
“Emporium DNA” and “Kiko Mi-
lano” stood with their floor-to-ceiling 
windows and wall-to-wall emptiness. 
When distributing cards inside the 
stores, their workers excitedly wel-
comed me, only glaring once they 
realized, no, I was not interested in a 
$700 coat, thank you.  
 The new stores downtown 
are part of the recently rebranded 
“Shops at Yale,” and I could see that 
their influence on the city extended 
beyond being unfamiliar. While the 
route 34 project is attempting to break 
down physical barriers that separate 
downtown from the Hill and Medical 
District, the Shops at Yale are only 
reinforcing the class walls between 
downtown and residential New Ha-
ven. 
 The Shops at Yale website 
repeatedly reports how excited they 
are to bring such and such store to 
the New Haven community, but what 
they neglect to specify is what ‘New 
Haven community’ will be purchasing 
from the new olive oil store. These 
business additions might thrive in 
Madison, Greenwich, or Fairfield, but 
the vast wealth difference between 
those towns and ours only indicates 
further that the shops are relying on 
customers from other, richer towns 
for patronage. And how does this reli-
ance on the rich give back to the real 
‘New Haven community?’ 
 Instead of ostracizing the 
people of New Haven, Yale should be 
trying to integrate us. Recently retired 
(Continued on next page)

Opinion Dress Code Oppress Code
Julia Joy
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(continued)
is Yale President, Richard C. for New 
Haven, and a stronger New Haven
Levin, said, “A stronger Yale is good 
New Haven, and a stronger New 
Haven is good for Yale.” Reinforcing 
the divide between our city and the 
University, highlighting New Haven’s 
racial and socioeconomic segrega-
tion, will only makes us both weaker. 
Yale’s responsibility as the dominant 
feature of New Haven is to assist the 
city’s progress and enrich our com-
munity, not act as an obstacle as we 
try to achieve equality. 

To Rank or Not to Rank?
Julia Joy

The top ten are a matter of constant deliberation. Huddled around lab 
tables, my classmates speculate about the order, each other, as if compiling 
a hit list, as if number one were a winning lottery number. With acceptance 
rates falling, rivalries ride high. But let’s not cut throats over the wrong 
competition. 
 Class rank is determined by weighted grade point average, and 
grades matter. The level of the class; Advanced Placement, Honors, Col-
lege, matters. Class rank, ultimately, matters. But admission officers con-
sider more than the level of the class and the average of the year, and rank 
is, in many ways, incomparable between schools or even students. 
 The more rigorous the high school, the less likely a class rank will 
even be determined. Due in part to the inconsistencies between schools, 
classes, and teachers, less than half of high schools report student rank-
ings, and many private colleges disregard it. Some teachers grade more 
leniently than others, and some accept extra credit or late work. The posi-
tions of valedictorian and salutatorian are still valuable, and ranking is still 
relevant at larger state universities and concerning certain scholarships, 
but your rank is not you. And colleges know this.  
 True, admission officers will not necessarily see your impeccable 
morals, may not acknowledge your first-rate rugelach recipe or truly com-
mendable class-time doodles, but extra-curricular activities and portfolios 
carry some weight. Personalities are somewhat discernible by means of 
teacher or workplace recommendations, essays, and apparent pursuits. In-
telligence is at least more accurately determined by SAT scores and overall 
literacy. 
 While class rank can be a healthy source of motivation, students 
should measure themselves by their own accomplishments and personal 
challenges, not by comparison.

What Yale Wants for Yalies

What Yale Has

What Yale Wants for the Rest of Us

A planned article about the AP program may appear in the April Issue.
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Killing King Twice
Shauntasia Hicks

Dr. Martin Luther King, one of the 
most prominent civil rights leaders 
in America has been distorted to fit 
the phenomena of “American Com-
placency.” King’s face, voice, and 
strategies symbolize racial equality. 
In 2014 I saw a trend towards using 
King’s face and quotes to denounce 
the style of the protests and riots 
that continue in places like New 
York City, Ferguson, and Los Ange-
les. These are places where Blacks 
and Latinos have been crying out 
for action, even before the Civil 
Rights Era. These cries were not 
for the right to vote, but the right to 
live. Nearly every day I scroll down 
my newsfeeds and see memes and 
posts about Dr.King. In almost all 

cases his most powerful words are misquoted and taken out of context, creating a whitewashed, passive, and  inactive 
agenda that silences much discussion about race relations and injustice in this country. 
 The same man who said that “Nonviolence is a powerful and just weapon” also said that “A riot is the language 
of the unheard.” The second quote is seldom mentioned.  That is “epistemic violence,”(Spivak, “Can The Subaltern 
Speak?”) the deliberate use of a historical figure to threaten new tides of  activism that could possibly spark meaning-
ful social and economic reforms. It is political sabotage at its finest. King was a radical. He didn’t just stand for racial 
equality like many of our teachers and leaders like us to believe. King and other leaders of the Civil Rights Move-
ment  used the violence of their oppressors to touch the hearts of Americans to incite change. He trained himself and 
others to possibly die for it! King’s dream, that educators love to analyze and reiterate to young kids, is not the end of 
Dr. King’s legacy. He is and stood for so much more than that. So why would  we simplify such a complex man with 
such a complicated legacy? Why would we try to simplify such a beautiful and inspirational movement? He does not 
deserve this and neither do the children of America.
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Charlie Hebdo Shootings
Khadija Hussain
 
In the past year, the threat of ter-
rorism, or at least perceived terror-
ism, against the western world has 
increased dramatically. The January 
shootings in Paris this year sparked 
a global outrage, and what seems 
like newfound determination to stand 
strong against terrorism. The shoot-
ings took place on January 7th, in 
Paris, France. Two masked gunmen 
forced their way into the offices of the 
French satirical newspaper, Charlie 
Hebdo. They shot and killed eleven 
people, and injured another eleven. 
Shortly after, a French police offi-
cer was also shot and killed. Charlie 
Hebdo is well known for producing 
articles and cartoons that mock popu-
lar religions such as Islam, Judaism, 
and Catholicism, as well as general 
politics and culture. The magazine’s 
satirical depiction of the Prophet Mu-
hammad is believed to be the motive 
for the massacre. The gunmen, who 
were identified as brothers Chérif and 
Saïd Kouachi were eventually gunned 
down after a massive manhunt. The 
brothers were found to be active 
believers in the modern Islamic jihad-
ist movement, and had links with Al 
Qaeda and other terrorists. After the 
attack, Charlie Hebdo staff continues 
regular publication, an active refusal 
to back down or give in to terrorism. 
Their following issue sold five mil-
lion copies worldwide, a huge step 
up from their usual 60,000 in France. 
The attack also spurred hundreds of 
demonstrations, throughout France 
and around the world, with an esti-
mated 3.7 million marchers globally. 
The protesters adopted the slogan, “Je 
suis Charlie,” (I am Charlie) which 
has become a symbol of solidarity 
against the attacks. Following the 
shootings, many European countries 
raised their terror alerts, deploying 
security to many public

places. Anti Muslim sentiments have 
also increased, with many Muslims 
facing discrimination in Europe and 
the U.S. The Charlie Hebdo shootings 
have sparked a massive global debate 
over the issue of free speech and cen-
sorship, and have raised awareness 
about the threat of terrorism.

Stephane Charbonnier, the Editor 
of Charlie Hebdo, was killed on 
January 7th

News
Boehner Files Suit
Kruti Patel

Speaker John Boehner filed a lawsuit 
against President Obama for delay-
ing the banishment of millions of 
immigrants and allowing them to 
remain in the United States illegally. 
Boehner claimed it was a “violation 
of the Constitution.” He claimed that 
Obama had, “violated his oath of of-
fice.” Conservatives have expressed 
disappointment that more hasn’t been 
done to oppose Obama’s executive 
orders concerning immigration. White 
House spokesman Eric Schultz, who 
supports Obama’s stance on immigra-
tion, said that he believes the presi-
dent was acting well within his power 
when he issued the order on deporta-
tions.  
 Boehner also invited Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
to address the White House in March 
without notice in advance to discuss 
the growing risk of Islamist Terror-
ism. This directly showed the White 
House and President Obama that 
there are other serious problems that 
must be addressed. Acting normally 
does not mean that the problems will 
disappear. We will see what results 
this produces.

Congress Tries to Kill 
Abortion
Jon Hayward

On the 42nd anniversary of Roe V 
Wade, Republican lawmakers are 
divided on their most recent attempt 
to ban abortion. This time around, the 
Republican party has crafted a bill 
that includes language which restricts 
abortions for rape victims unless the 
victims reports the incident to the 
police. Concerned about this bill, 
female lawmakers united under Rep. 
Renee Ellmers (R-SC), pleaded with 
the House Majority Whip to change 
the language of the bill. Even if the 
Republican party removes the lan-
guage, President Obama has vowed to 
veto the bill. In the light of the recent 
Tea Party break with the Republi-
can moderates, this incident goes to 
demonstrate that the Republican party 
is becoming increasingly divided, 
putting at risk any party-wide agenda 
for the 114th Congress.
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Romney Steps Out
Jon Hayward

On Friday, Mitt Romney revealed to 
donors that he would not be running 
for president for a third time. The call 
came as a shock to many of his do-
nors. Sources close to Romney claim 
that he was intimidated by Jeb Bush’s 
early campaign fund raising and 
popularity. However, early polls place 
Romney in the lead for the nomina-
tion (with some giving him a 16 point 
lead over Bush), supporting his claim 
in the announcement that “we could 
win the nomination.” But his popu-
larity in the polls doesn’t carry over 
to his closest staffers. Dave Kochel 
and Ben Ginsberg, who both played 
key roles in his 2012 campaign, have 
defected to the Bush camp. But Rom-
ney doesn’t seem to hold any grudges 
against Jeb. 
         In his announcement, Romney 
gave his donors instructions to “stay 
engaged in the critical process of 
selecting a Republican nominee for 
President,” encouraging them to keep 
donating to other GOP candidates. 
Romney’s dropout comes early in 
the wind-up to 2016, and gives fuel 
to the Bush and Christie campaigns 
who are both polling reasonably well. 
The GOP however, is certainly not 
limited in its choices for Presidential 
nomination, with 14 potential can-
didates in the polls. Romney ended 
his announcement looking to the 
future of the party, and hinted that 
someone among the “next generation 
of Republican leaders” could pose 
a significant challenge to a strong, 
experienced Democratic nominee 
such as Clinton. The fundraising or-
ganization he developed in 2012 will 
be vital to the eventual Republican 
nominee. It’s doubtful that this is the 
end of Romney’s political career, and 
we can expect him to start grooming 
a younger Republican for a potential 
2016 or 2020 run.

State of Disunion
Jon Hayward

 On January 20, 2015, President Obama delivered his sixth State of the 
Union address to Congress. Mr. Obama began his address by highlighting eco-
nomic achievements since he had taken office, including over 11 million new 
jobs and unexpected drop in unemployment since the 2008 crash. After this 
short victory lap full of statistical success, Mr. Obama went into the meat of 
the speech by introducing his “Middle Class Economics” initiative. This new 
initiative consists of a tax break for “two earner” families, an increased child 
tax credit, and a plan for free community college. 
 The Republicans’ reactions told us a lot more about the state of our 
union than President Obama’s speech. As usual, the Republican party chose a 
young, energetic political mind to present their response, this year the fresh-
man Senator Joni “Make Em Squeal” Ernst from Iowa. Senator Ernst made it 
clear that the White House and the Republican majority have entirely differ-
ent agendas. Ernst stressed the victory at the polls during the midterms and 
spoke to the new Republican priority of` cutting government spending in order 
to “live within our means.” Ernst addressed components of the Republican 
agenda for this session, such as the renewed push for the Keystone pipeline, 
and a movement to reform tax code. Ernst also emphasized that the Republi-
cans would seek to repeal Obamacare, which has given 10 million Americans 
health care. 
 The Republican party seems to be gearing up for a fight, less than thirty 
days into this congress. Hopefully, the moderates will intervene. But with the 
new Tea-Party split from the main party, the Republicans are being dragged 
further and further to the right.
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In the wake of the Charlie Hebdo massacre it seems that our government and 
its allies in Western Europe are more committed to war than to free speech. 
France arrested a comedian, Dieudonné M’bala M’bala over a facebook post 
critical of French foreign policy while issuing over a hundred arrest warrants 
for other people who were critical of the War on Terror. The United States has 
detained and harassed journalists for years following criticism of its foreign 
policy or investigation of the conduct of the war. Some states have passed laws 
making it a crime to report on the conditions on farms. President Obama per-
sonally intervened to ensure a Yemeni journalist, Abdulelah Haider Shaye who 
exposed the American killing of thirty five civilians was imprisoned, released  
and put on house arrest. Whistleblowers, investigators and policy critics risk 
harassment, seizure of property, and indefinite detainment, a fancy word for 
permanent jailing with no legal cause. While foreigners critical of American 
policy are often jailed and occasionally executed by friendly regimes. 
 After civilians were incinerated and several children disfigured in a 
drone strike in the Swat district CNN reported “U.S. officials say that drones 
have never struck targets in Swat.” Official Reports from the Pentagon con-
sistently downplay or outright ignore drone strikes and civilian casualties. It’s 
easy to minimize casualties, given the army classifies any male between fifteen 
and sixty five in the vicinity of a strike as an Enemy Combatant.
 Jeffrey Sterling, a CIA employee was arrested for speaking to the New 
York Times about covert actions against Iran. He was convicted of espionage. 
No CIA employees went to prison for torture. The employee who told ABC 
news about waterboardings, John Kiriakou, just finished serving a two year 
sentence as a result. The administration believes that Newspapers do not have 
a right to comment, investigate, or report on American military activities. 
According to the Intercept “U.S. law recognizes no such thing as reporter’s 
privilege when a journalist received what the government considers an illegal 
leak.” The Administration now defines what kinds of Journalism, what kinds 
of information can be published. The United States no longer has a free press. 
There are still critical voices, but opinion writers are not quite so dangerous to 
the administration as Investigative Journalists or leakers. The Administration 
and the NSA, FBI, CIA and Military have made one thing clear, that exposure 
of US war crimes or surveillance will be met with official retaliation.   

The War on Truth
Aneurin Canham-Clyne

Shakira is a Four year old who was wounded in a drone strike that 
officially never happened

GOP ‘Steeped’ in Trouble
Jon Hayward

We’re only a month into the 114th 
Congress, and we’re already observ-
ing the early signs of a massive politi-
cal split. Ted Cruz, the junior Senator 
from Texas, is leading a newly ener-
gized Tea Party movement towards 
a split with the GOP. Although the 
movement thus far has been  con-
tained, the Tea Party seems to be 
breaking off from the mainstream 
Republicans. Cruz recently came un-
der fire from party leadership when he 
attempted to block a confirmation vote 
for Loretta Lynch. Cruz stated that he 
would use “every procedural tool” to 
try to reverse President Obama’s re-
cent executive action on immigration, 
apparently including DOJ appoint-
ments. His ‘any means necessary’ 
method of governance conflicts with 
GOP leadership. House Speaker John 
Boehner recently challenged Cruz, 
and another extreme right demagogue, 
Senator Jeff Sessions, to take legisla-
tive action on immigration, instead of 
using their current tactics of filibuster-
ing, and legislative hostage-taking. 
But Cruz isn’t simply going against 
party protocol, he’s also hurling 
accusations at the big faces of the 
Republican Party. Earlier in the year, 
at a Tea Party event in South Carolina, 
Cruz called out “the mushy middle” 
(McCain and Romney) for running 
campaigns that were dry and unap-
pealing to younger voters. While true, 
the Texas Senator is putting himself 
in increasingly worse graces with the 
leadership, and more importantly, 
their donors. 
 Although Cruz is currently 
polling at about 5.2% for the 2016 
primary, and is unlikely to win the 
White House, he’s leading a revital-
ized movement known for its ability 
to elect grassroots candidates. Cruz is 
emphasizing the difference between 
himself and the GOP center, bringing 
to the surface an intraparty civil war 
that has been brewing for years.

This Article is An Opinion Piece, 
due to design Issues it appears here
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ISIS Provokes Japan
Daniel Iturbide, Kruti Patel 

On January 20, 2015 ISIS threatened 
to execute two Japanese citizens. ‘‘You 
have proudly donated $200 million to 
kill our women and children, to destroy 
the homes of the Muslims ... and in an 
attempt to stop the expansion of the 
Islamic State.” An ISIS propaganda 
video appeared on social media depict-
ing an Isis soldier standing between 
two kneeling Japanese citizens, Kenji 
Goto Jogo, a 47 year old journalist, and 
Haruna Yukawa, 42, an adventurer. The 
masked man demanded that Japan pay 
$200 million dollars in ransom money, 
the same amount that the prime minis-
ter Shinzo Abe gave to countries fight-
ing ISIS. The masked man gave Japan 
72 hours. Japan struggled to contact 
ISIS before the deadline.
 On January 24, a video showed 
Kenji Goto holding a picture of the 
beheaded body of the second hostage, 
Haruna Yukawa. According to Abe this 
was “outrageous and unforgivable act 
of violence.” Shinzo Abe demanded 
the immediate release of Mr. Goto. In 
the three minute video Goto said that 
Haruna Yukawa was killed because Ja-
pan failed to pay the ransom. Mr. Goto 
explained that the Islamic State did 
not want money anymore, but wanted 
the release of a woman imprisoned in 
Jordan.
 “To the terrorists, we will nev-
er, never forgive them for this act.” said 
Shinzo Abe after a new video hit the 
internet of the beheading of Kenji Goto 
on January 31, ending days of negotia-
tion for his release. “We are going to 
expand our support to countries to fight 
against Isis” said Abe. The one minute 
video called, A Message to the Govern-
ment of Japan, showed an ISIS fighter 
standing while Kenji Goto knelt. The 
fighter addressed the prime minister of 
japan, “because of your reckless deci-
sion to take part in an unwinnable war, 
this man will not only slaughter Kenji, 
but will also carry on and cause carnage 
wherever your people are found. So let 
the nightmare of Japan begin.”  

State of the Union
Javier Roman

On January 20, 2015 at 9:10pm, 
President Obama addressed the na-
tion about his plans for America in 
his second-to-last State of The Union 
address. He took about an hour to 
deliver his ideas, including bringing 
community college tuitions to zero 
dollars, Medicare reforms, tax code 
reform with a minimum 30% tax rate 
for individuals whose income exceeds 
$1 million and no tax increases for 
anyone earning less than $250,000. 
President Obama said some exciting 
things, but some of his ideas for the 
future will prove more difficult to ac-
complish in reality.

Death of 43 Students
Jousebeth Lopez 

In Iguala, Guerrero, Mexico, on Sep-
tember 26, 2014 at 10:00am, 43 stu-
dents were kidnapped in a shootout.
This cases it still unsolved. A police 
officer suspects the case to be gang-
related. It has been 7 months since 
the students went missing. All of the 
parents want answers. The authorities 
have arrested 74-80 suspects. Why 
aren’t government officials looking 
for them? An investigator found out 
that a police officer on the case was 
working for drug cartels. They now 
think that the gang responsible for the 
kidnapping is connected to the cartels. 
But why they kidnapped and killed 
students is unknown. Later in the in-
vestigation it was discovered that 15 
of the students were killed by suffoca-
tion. The bodies had been broken and 
burned and were found in garbage 
cans in a river. Some countries are not 
doing their best to keep their students 
safe. This can happen to anyone in the 
wrong place at the wrong time.

A Protest For Justice For 43 Disappeared Mexican Students
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According 
to Ms. Sto-
rey: “There 
are two 
reasons for 
the higher 
numbers 
for cho-
rus. First, 
I agreed to 
increase 
the maxi-
mum class 
size for my 
two chorus 
classes from 
27 to 40. 
And second, 
students 
have in-
creasingly 
been invit-
ing friends 
to get 
involved.”

Graduation 
rates, standard-
ized test scores, 
and College  
retention rates 
do not illustrate 
the entirity 
of what hap-
pens at Wilbur 
Cross. Extra-
curriculurs play 
a huge role in 
the atmosphere 
of the school 
Much of the 
Features sec-
tion is devoted 
to interviews 
with members 
of the clubs and 
teams whose 
numbers are 
displayed here.
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Coach Ac-
quavita said 
“The Hyde 
Leadership 
football 
program’s 
end has sent 
some stu-
dents our 
way. The 
school’s 
overall repu-
lation has 
improved 
under Ms. 
Johnson. The 
energy level 
and concern 
for students’ 
overall well 
being is the 
highest since 
I got here in 
2007.”

The student 
engagment 
data for The 
Future Proj-
ect does not 
show that 
the numbers 
may to in-
crease by the 
end of the 
year, accord-
ing to Mr. 
Brady. Again 
according to 
Mr. Brady 
the number 
of students 
involved 
increases as 
the year goes 
on as more 
students are 
brought in 
to work on 
projects.

(Incomplete Data)
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Elderplay 
Jamira Perry and Ambria Saunders

The Elderplay Project is an amazing mission and a beautiful 
experience. The project, located at Tower One and Tower East is 
directed by Kristina Smith, is comprised of ten women between 
the ages of 80 and 90. They discussed their current lives and their 
past. The women go to Long Wharf Theatre shows, and pick 
themes to talk about. When telling the theme-based story, the 
women recite it in a chain format and give feedback on the pre-
ceding stories. Their stories are about raising their children and 
grandchildren, and which children still visit and those that do not. 
They discussed their love lives like how they met their husbands. 
Some of their husbands had died. Many of these stories were not 
just melancholy and sad, but enlightening and inspiring. For the 
final topic they talked about their lives at Tower One/East. The 
women of the project said that the people at Tower One, Tower 
East were family. 
 At the end of the show, the ladies got up and all yelledb 
in unison “We’re still here!” with huge smiles. Gladis Pin is 92 
years old and taught at Southern Connecticut State University in 
a twenty-one women group until she retired. She used to be in a 
tap dance group that practiced very hard. She danced from ages 
66 to 90 and said, “I have no pain when dancing, but I do when 
I walk.” This lady showed me to never give up, and I have the 
utmost respect for her because of this. If I had a chance to go see 
every single show the Elderplay Project put together, I would 
have gladly went. I loved the Elderplay Project!

Features
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The Successes of ELL Students
Murielle Amani

Several ELL students were asked about the strug-
gles of learning a second language, and how they 
managed their success. Here’s what they told us: 
 “My name is Murielle Amani. I am from 
Congo and have been here for a year and ten 
months. French is my first language. Education 
has been my priority ever since I was young. My 
dream in Congo was to study business in Canada 
after high school, because I heard that in some 
places in Canada they speak French. I didn’t know 
that one day I would living in United States. I only 
knew about the United States from TV, history 
class and movies. In 2013, I started school and I 
was excited,  (Continued)
Opposite: Martine Toupou, Murielle Amani, 
Jousebeth Lopez Torrez, and Melissa KiningaResidents of Tower One and Tower East share their stories as 

part of the Elderplay project. At right is Esther Brochin.



The Proclamation 13 February 2015

but I didn’t know that I would have to face a grave challenge, being unable to speak English. The language became the 
first and biggest problem in my courses. But I didn’t give up. I loved school. I started to read, watch DVDs, and listen 
to the news so I could improve my English. I aimed to always get good grades. I always come to school prepared, and I 
never let anyone or anything distract me. When I am in class I stay focused! I leave enough time each week to complete 
assignments. I never give up. I ask teachers for help when I’m struggling. Now, I am comfortable with my new lan-
guage. I encourage other students to try their best because the things you think are difficult or hard could be easy if you 
do not give up. Now, due to my efforts, I have good grades and my English have been improved. My courage, determi-
nation and confidence have helped me to be successful in my classes.”
 “My name is Jousebeth Lopez. I’m from Puerto Rico. Spanish is my first language. I been here for six years. 
Even if English is my second language, I always study hard and do well at school. I always read book at home, do my 
homework, and pay attention and participate in class. I have never been at school unprepared. If I am struggling I never 
give up, I try my best or ask for help to my teachers. I do my best to success in my courses. Even if Spanish is my first 
language I tried to always speak in English with my friends so I can improve my new language. I used to listen to Eng-
lish music and watch movies in English. I do all of these things in order to succeed in my courses. I’m proud of myself 
because I always get good grades. I even go to two schools and it’s hard to keep up with everything, but I will always 
make time for my classes to maintain my good grades.”
 “My name is Martine Toupou. I’m from Guinea. Toma is my first language and French is my second language. 
I’ve been here for four years. I remember when I started school in the United States I was confused. I felt so bad be-
cause I was unable to express myself well in English. I asked myself: how can I be successful in my courses without 
knowing English? I started working hard to improve my English. Even if the language was a big problem, it won’t get 
me away from school and good grades. I go to school prepared. I study hard, I like to participate in class and always 
concentrate in class. I made a promise to never turn in my work late, but always turn in my work on time. I love school 
and I’ll continue to earn good grades, and be focused on my study till I graduate from school and in my life too.”
 “My name is Melissa Kininga. As an efficient student, I always balance my free time. I organize my time be-
tween school and my social life carefully. I take a certain number of hours to study, review, do my homeworks, and be 
prepared for school. All these efforts have helped me to always get good grades. I suggest that other students to leave 
enough time each week to complete assignments, reading and revision.”
 All of us say thank you for all teachers whom have helped and still help us. Whom encouraged us and still en-
courage us to try our best in order to success in school and our social life. We are grateful. There are not boring teache-
ars, only disinterested students.We learn how to take yes for an answer, you should too. We suggest that other students:
Pay attention when the teacher is giving a lesson, review your notes, give yourself time to study, do your homework, be 
prepared, participate, get organized, read more when you get a chance, don’t put off work for later.
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Track Is Love, Track Is Life
Roland Galberth, Edgar Diaz,  Jesus Sanchez

Today I met up with one of my good friends, Enoch Cain, and he told me about his time on the track team and how he 
has improved. Enoch Cain has been running in the Wilbur Cross track team for six seasons, and he has improved drasti-
cally. Enoch Cain is a mid-distance runner. He said, “I like the Wilbur Cross track team. I transitioned over from the 
baseball team my sophomore year, and it was one of the best choices I could have made in my life. 
 We are basically a big family from the time we join the team until the time the season is over. Like my coach 
says, this is a program I don't want you to think of this as a one-season thing, think of it as a family and keep on coming 
back.” Enoch Cain’s PR is 2:07 in the 800m, and 1:32 in the 600m. 
 We also interviewed Coach Gale, who was an assistant coach for the track team for four seasons before becom-
ing head coach when Coach Verderame left. Coach Gale is also a former track runner for Ellington high school, where 
he won the SCIAC cross country championships. He then moved on to Southern Connecticut, a D2 school where he ran 
for the next four years. Gale says that he loves coming to practice every day, the "tracklettes" are his responsibility from 
2:00-5:00pm. 
 I will never forget the first thing coach Gale ever told me: "My name is Travis Gale, like Ginger Ale, the G and 
then the Ale. my favorite number is three. I'm going to stand facing the sun so you guys can see me." Gale has impacted 
the track team by contributing a lot more bodies than in previous years. Wilbur Cross’s track team is full of new people 
and people that are willing to learn and win. It’s a program that not only builds winners, but builds future role models. 
Running increases discipline and patience, the main two skills needed to succeed. Before Coach Verderame left he told 
me, “there's things that love you and things that you love. Stick with the things that love you." And since then I've run 
track.

Jazzing Things Up
Gabi Martin

Over the years, Jazz Band has become a more popular ac-
tivity at Wilbur Cross High School. Since 2012, the num-
ber of students in the Jazz Band has grown from seven to 
fifteen. Although this is a rather small group compared 
to the normal band, which has about 60 students, the 
Jazz Band works incredibly hard to produce good music. 
Aaron Michelle, a senior at Wilbur Cross, who’s been in 
the Jazz Band all four years says “We grow together as a 
band. Everyone has their own attitude, but at the end of 
the day, they’re about business, and they learn the music. 
The energy is amazing. There is never a dull moment. It’s 
also given me a better name, new friends, and so many 
amazing opportunities.” 
 Sammy Rosofsky, also a fourth year member of 
the Jazz Band, talked about his experience starting in 
ninth grade. Sammy discussed the commitment of being 
in Jazz Band, including band classes, after school rehears-
als, and practice. Jazz Band has two concerts each year, 
one in the spring, and one in the winter.
 Lewis Nelken, is a junior, but a first year mem-
ber in the Jazz Band. He claims that the environment 
“Couldn’t be any better, it is so comfortable.” Not only 
does he enjoy playing with such a talented group, he also 
thinks it has helped him grow, and given him something 
to do while bored. “My favorite part is that everyone 
comes together, and it sounds so good.” (continued)

Below is an Advertisement
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The Future Project at Wilbur Cross High School 
Iryiana Rivera, Japhet Ayala, Keiry Ventura, and Dainalees Otero

The Future Project is a national organization that is currently running in six 
different locales: New Haven, New York, Newark, Washington D.C., Detroit, 
and the Bay Area. It was conceived by two graduates from Yale University, 
who noticed students’ lack of engagement in their studies. Created to main-
tain student focus and interest, the Future Project is built on people’s pas-
sions. It encourages and motivates young people to pursue their dreams and 
provides them with the training, guidance, and coaching to get started. The 
program is project-based, and “puts students in the driver seat.”
 The director of the Future Project at Wilbur Cross is Mr. Brady. He’s 
been at Cross since 2012. He believes that “nobody can get to your age range, 
other than your age range.” The number of members has decreased from 75 
in the years 2013-2014, to 22 this year. This is only because the amount of 
projects accumulate over the course of the year; by the late spring we hope 
that the number will have increased. 
 Since Mr. Brady has been with us at Cross, many students hold testa-
ment that school spirit here at Cross has risen in recent years. Students who 
have been at Cross for two or more years agree that the music at the pep ral-
lies, which are directed by the Future Project, has improved, as has enthusi-
asm in general. If you want to transform your school, your city, or even your 
future--you, too, can be a part of the Future Project at Wilbur Cross. 

Business, Not Risky
Murielle Amani
 
Thousands of students across the 
nation are joining Future Leaders of 
America (FBLA). FBLA is the premier 
organization for students preparing 
for careers in business. It is the larg-
est student business organization in 
the world with a quarter of a million 
members. Last year Mrs. Sudusky, the 
advisor,  started the Future Leaders of 
America with six members, and this 
year there are ten. 
 Mohamed Mohamed, one 
of the FBLA members, said “I was 
motivated by the class of 2013 because 
some students from that class tried 
to start FBLA at Wilbur Cross, but 
they failed. My friend Abel and I took 
on the challenge to start up the club, 
since last year I was in the club. I am 
interested in this club because the club 
prepares me for a future in business. 
I am a vice president this year. This 
position prepares me to be a leader 
and helps me to learn about business. 
I suggest those student who want to 
study business as their career join the 
FBA.” 
 The club also goes to competi-
tions and conferences. To all future 
businessmen and women, you would 
be very welcome in the club. You will 
gain the experience and knowledge 
to build your leadership skills and 
business, and gain confidence through 
working with local businesses, com-
munity leaders, and the public.

(continued)

After going to the band room to pho-
tograph during the Jazz Band class, I 
was able to see how much time and 
effort was put into just one piece. This 
small group of students, was able to 
make something incredible, and dis-
play their own talents in both alone, 
and as a group. 
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 C-R-O-S-S !
Linda Lopez & Lesly Reinoso
 “C-R-O-S-S, yeah!” We all know the cheerleaders. In 2012, the team had no 
more than ten members. In essence there was no team. Barely any of them 
engaged with each other outside of practice. As the years went on, the team 
grew larger and stronger. Every once-in-a-while, the cheerleaders hold what 
they refer to as“pow wows,” composed of team unity exercises. They sit 
together and pour their hearts out to each other. There's no time or room for 
drama. This year alone, there are 40-50 new students on the team. This year 
has been a great year for the Cross cheerleaders. They recently won first place 
co-ed  at a competition in West Haven, and the Spirit Award in recent com-
petitions. They couldn't have made it this far without supporting one another, 
literally! 

A Guitar Community
Jousebeth Lopez

In my childhood, guitar was social. 
Today, there are students who would 
like to learn but do not have the time 
to improve. Mr. Alderman’s “Guitar 
Playing Community” is for students 
who like to learn and help others. 
 "Lately, students are learning 
to use their guitar by using the inter-
net and YouTube. But I personally 
think that students will learn better in-
side a group.” When he was growing 
up, he wanted to learn, and have fun 
playing the guitar. When he had the 
chance, he took it and started to learn. 
He learned quickly because he was 
part of a group, and the other mem-
bers helped him to fix his mistakes.  
 Mr.Alderman’s children know 
how to play guitar and other instru-
ments. I took his class and it really 
helped me to learn the notes, and be 
part of a team. 
 “Guitar Playing Commu-
nity” is a new program that will help 
any type of student. There are about 
15 students in the program and Mr. 
Alderman would love more to follow. 
This is your chance to follow your 
dream.

Members of the Wilbur Cross Cheeleading team cheering for each other

 Soccer Team
Daniel Iturbide

Men’s and Women’s soccer are popu-
lar sports at Wilbur Cross. Freshman 
through Seniors can participate. The 
Women’s soccer team is coached by 
Coach Gates and the men’s soccer 
team is coached by Mr. Bradshaw. 
Since 2011 their teams have stayed 
moderately the same size. In 2011-
2012  the Women’s team had 34 
members, in 2013 there were 31, in 
2014 there were 27 and this year there 
are 32 members. The men’s soc-
cer team also has stayed roughly the 
same, in 2012 there were 34 mem-
bers, in 2013 there were 27 members, 
and in 2014 there were 34. This year, 
however there are 49 members.
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Firefighter’s Death Still a Mystery
Nylevet Elias

Linda Cohens, a New Haven firefighter for nearly twenty 
years, was found unconscious outside of her Hamden home 
early on January 11, 2015. Cohens was unresponsive and 
had suffered from a head injury. She was rushed to Yale 
New Haven Hospital, where she was pronounced dead.
 “She was lying on the ground and that she wasn’t 
moving,” said one of Linda’s neighbors, John Sibby. “The 
personnel were working like crazy to get this woman’s 
heart to start going again.” Neighbors recalled hearing 
shouting outside around the time police arrived  on scene. 
 Her death is still a shock to many, and no one knows 
what exactly happened to Linda Cohens.
 “She would have given you the shirt off her back,” 
said Cohens’ twin sister, Lynn Cohens. “She touched a lot 
of hearts,” said one of Cohens’ friends, Octavia Ricks, “A 
lot of hearts.”
 Linda was laid to rest at Beulah Heights First Pente-
costal Church on January 17th. Her funeral was filled with 
emotional tributes including songs and pictures. Hundreds 
paid tribute including friends, family, and fellow firefight-
ers. Police officers and others from towns around Con-
necticut and also other fire departments paid their respects 
through social media.
 Cohens leaves behind her mother, father, grand-
daughter, and several siblings. Cohens will always be re-
membered as a friendly and caring person, great friend, and 
of course, a firefighter.
 A scholarship fund has been set up for Cohens’ 
granddaughter in her memory by New Haven firefighters.

Track is Life
Leah Rivers, Iryiana Rivera, and Roland Galberth
 
Track is for everyone. It’s not a sport for the “pro” run-
ners, or the people who have amazing stamina. It is a 
sport for people who have a passion for running and a 
desire to get better at it. Track is a sport where you get 
in shape, and you get in touch with yourself and push 
yourself beyond your personal limits.
 Iryiana Rivera, is a sophomore at Wilbur Cross 
and a former member of the Wilbur Cross indoor and 
outdoor track teams. She has been running since last year 
ever when a friend suggested that she join. She is cur-
rently a sprinter, but her heart is steering her to become a 
distance runner. Rivera says “running more and building 
up my stamina seems to be my long term goal. Along 
with trying out a cross country season to see what it’s 
like.” Her favorite track moment was when the whole 
team went to a big Middletown meet during outdoor 
season. She says “Was it a great experience, it was also 
a time where the whole team bonded, and where every-
body got a chance to know each other better.” Before a 
race, Rivera makes sure that she gets her carbohydrates 
by eating pasta, which is a long time runner’s technique, 
before a meet. As Iryiana progresses as a runner, she also 
hopes the team progresses.
 Leah  Rivers, another runner on the track team, 
has been running for 9 years. She started her career as a 
runner at a camp for beginners. She specializes in mid-
distance events ranging from the 400m to the 1600m. 
Leah thought running track was a game until she started 
excelling at it. (continued)



The Proclamation 18 February 2015

(Continued from last 
page)
She started taking it seriously at age 
seven. Leah’s favorite season in track 
is the outdoor season because of the 
fresh air and it is not as “crowded as 
indoor.” The most memorable meet 
Leah ever ran was in the 5th grade in 
the Outdoor Nationals in 2010. She 
ran the 1500m in 5:15 and the 800m 
in 2:30. Leah said the most difficult 
competitions are in high school. She 
is running against people in her age 
range, who have been running longer 
than she has. It’s more challenging, 
but she pushes herself and sees it as a 
“great experience.” “Mentality is the 
hardest barrier to overcome in track 
because physically your mind catches 
up with your body, as a runner there 
can be no room for negative thoughts 
and doubt because that’s the biggest 
downfall of a runner is to give up.”
 Roland Galberth, a senior 
distance runner on the Wilbur Cross 
track team, started running his fresh-
man year in high school, and has 
been running ever since. He runs as 
a way to “relieve stress.” Despite its 
large size, he thinks the team is full of 
“good runners.” 
 As a runner, there are certain 
things one must do before a big meet 
and one of these things is eating a 
certain way. Roland shared with us 
that a week before one of his races, he 
likes to go on a diet to “lose a pound 
or three” Roland also eats pasta the 
night before to get carbohydrates and 
energy. This is Roland’s last year run-
ning for Cross. Roland reflected on 
his years here running on the team. 
He said that he didn’t get to accom-
plish everything he wanted to as a 
runner because of his injuries. He said 
that if it wasn’t for those injuries, he 
could have had “breakthrough races.” 
He hopes to break two minutes in the 
800m. “It’s a dream I’ve had for a 
long time, because as a senior there 
are college scouts, and most colleges 
only look for people who run Two flat 

or under.”
 Roland wants to give a word 
of advice to his track family, as he 
graduates this year: “Keep your 
grades up because school comes 
before track, for all athletes. To those 
who think that they can’t run, or want 
to give up,  it takes time, you don’t 
learn everything in one day”  Lastly, 
he wants everyone to appreciate and 
thank the coaches because they are 
like “parents after school”

STARS in School
John Rosenbluth

At school, students are generally 
on the receiving end of the teacher-
student flow of knowledge, but high 
school sometimes presents rare oppor-
tunities to teach and help each other. 
One such opportunity is the “STARS” 
program at Planned Parenthood. The 
program recruits students from the 
New Haven area interested in serving 
as educators and advisors to students 
with questions you wouldn’t ask Ms. 
Johnson. These “STARS,” which 
stands for Students Teaching About 
Responsible Sexuality, are trained to 
be knowledgeable about issues that 
pertain to teen sexual health.  As a 
“STAR,” one uses this knowledge to 
answer other students’ questions, and 
make referrals to Planned Parenthood 
should another student want to utilize 
any of their services.  
 At Cross, there are five 
STARS: Martin Clark, Willow 
Gianotti, Quincy Ponvert, Christo-
pher Walker and myself. Personally, 
I wouldn’t take advice from me on 
a lot of topics: sports, dancing, why 
Kanye is not a nice man. However, 
we STARS have been trained to hold 
our own for questions about sexual 
health and birth control methods. We 
host “teen talks,” info sessions about 
sexuality with free food, as well as 
“teen clinics,” a chance to receive 
pregnancy and sexually transmitted 
disease testing for free.  These events 
are open to any teenager and 

are also a good opportunity to pick 
up condoms. If you see us around the 
hallways, be sure to pull us aside if 
you need free access to one of many 
birth control methods that we can 
obtain for you. Planned Parenthood 
is currently recruiting for next year’s 
STARS. Talk to one of us if you’re 
interested in signing up.

Arts

Ma of All Cellists
Alyssa Pagan and Allegra Ranelli 

         Yo-Yo Ma, Ole Akahoshi, and 
the members of the Yale philharmonic 
held a concert at Woolsey hall, Janu-
ary 13th, 2015. They were invited to 
perform by Aldo Parisot, a prominent 
figure in music. The repertoire com-
positions drew from the classical and 
baroque era, and featured the compos-
ers J.S Bach, Jean Baptiste Barrière, 
and Haydn. The first piece, Sonata 
in G Major for two cellos performed 
by Yo-Yo and Ole, showcased their 
vivid tone and strong musicianship. 
The counterpoint, or conversation 
within the music itself, was quite 
fluid between the parts, which shared 
phrasing, themes, and imitations; one 
cello voices a musical phrase and later 
the second cello speaks it back. Their 
stage presence appeared effortless.
       Yo-Yo Ma and Aldo Parisot are 
known to be two of the greatest cel-
lists in the world. Aldo conducted the 
piece with the philharmonic for this 
particular performance. He is ninety-
six years old and has been working 
at Yale for longer than any other 
faculty member. Despite his old age, 
he claims to feel sixty. His liveliness 
shows in his youthful stage presence. 
He has an impressive history and 
has held teaching positions at Yale, 
Juilliard, and several music conserva-
tories including Mannes, New Eng-
land, and the Peabody. He has toured 
throughout (continued)
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(continued)
the United States, South America, and 
Canada, and has played with many 
different world-renowned orchestras. 
Not only is Aldo Parisot extremely 
talented and accomplished, he seems 
to have a delightful personality and 
sense of humor. During the intermis-
sion, Yo-Yo Ma interviewed Aldo who 
recalled what is was like coming to 
the United States from Brazil and how 
he started teaching. He was invited 
to teach in 1958 and explained the 
the Yale board, “I don’t have a doctor 
degree I don’t know how to teach.” 
Despite this, they wanted him anyway. 
He said, “A degree made not a god-
damn difference.” He takes a lot of 
pride in his students and believes each 
one to have a unique and individual 
style, despite all being taught under 
him. He develops such close relation-
ships with his students that some of 
them live with him. He has conducted 
the Yale cellos since 1983, and they 
perform together every spring. The 
Yale Cellos have even achieved a 
Grammy nomination. Their perfor-
mances are breathtaking and their 
warm sound almost overwhelms 
Sprague Morse Recital Hall.
 Yo-Yo Ma has also performed 
with some of the greatest orches-
tras and conductors including Pablo 
Casals. Pablo Casals is considered the 
most impressive cellist of the twenti-
eth century. Yo-Yo attended Juilliard 
and has an honorary PhD from Yale. 
During the concert, Yo-Yo was hon-
ored with the Sanford Medal, the Yale 
School of Music’s highest honor.
 Following the interview, the 
Yale Philharmonics and soloist Yo-Yo 
Ma performed Haydn’s Cello Concer-
to No. 1 In C major. The piece opens 
with the moderato, which has a ‘mod-
erate’ tempo at an almost march-like 
pace. It has lots of call-and-response 
phrases between the bass section and 
soprano section, the upper and lower 
strings. It’s bass line made the audi-
ence highly aware of the beat, 

and had a lovely cello solo by Yo-Yo 
Ma filled with scalar runs, accen-
tuating the melodic focus and main 
themes. The piece lead into the Ada-
gio, which is slower in tempo and is 
a variation of the Moderato. It flowed 
into the Allegro Molto, meaning quick 
and lively. Not only did the tempo 
increase, but the dynamic or sound 
gradually got louder as well. Focusing 
on an even bolder cello solo, the Al-
legro Molto ends the piece in a grand 
way. The Hayden Cello Concerto is 
one of the most famous pieces of cello 
repertoire. Overall, the performance 
on the 13th was remarkable. Together 
Yo-Yo and Aldo captured the audience 
and created such a bright mood. Aldo 
said, “It is not a sacrifice, it is a bless-
ing to walk onto the stage.” 

Artist’s Statement
Lily Rose-Wilen

When I began taking photos, they 
were evidence of something I’d seen 
or done. They documented an occa-
sion, a new discovery, or something 
I found to be “beautiful.” In the 
past year, not only have my pictures 
changed, but the things that I notice 
have changed- from the extraordinary 
to the fascinatingly unremarkable. 
What I try to capture is not a signifi-
cant change in events, but the changes 
we have learned to tune out; a shift 
of light throwing colors in my coffee, 
the bubbles in a pool of salad dress-
ing still left in the bowl. Everyone has 
seen a picture of mountains, water-
falls, sunsets, things that we know to 
pay attention to. My challenge as an 
artist is to call attention to the beauty 
of things we see so much that we 
longer see at all.
 For more examples of my 
photography, follow my instagram: @
lilsunshinethebaddest.
Images On The Next Page

The Minute
by: Javier Roman, Leah Rivers, Mar-
vin Shaw, Raekwon Wells and Giovan-
ni Shea

“Really?” Seahawks fans cried. 
“YES!” Patriots fans shouted. Half of 
the country was shocked and half of 
the country was rejoicing. On Sunday, 
February 1, at 6:30pm, the Seattle 
Seahawks and The New England 
Patriots battled at the University of 
Phoenix Stadium in Arizona, for 
Super Bowl number Forty-Nine. The 
Seahawks were trailing the Patriots 
twenty-eight to twenty-four, and 
needed just one touchdown to win 
it all. The last minute of the game 
will be remembered and recorded for 
years. Quarterback Russell Wilson of 
the Seahawks pulled an astonishing 
play, and threw to the five yard line 
from the thirty eight yard line, ending 
with a juggled catch by Jermaine Ke-
arse restored hope for the Seahawks, 
and they had seconds to make a 
touchdown or leave with nothing.  
Then, unexpectedly, the rookie Mal-
colm Butler intercepted a pass from 
Russell Wilson to Ricardo. Instead of 
giving the ball to Marshawn Lynch, 
one of the best running backs of the       

League, the coach decided to call a 
passing play. This turned out to be a 
horrible call for the Hawks, but Lynch 
said, “I don’t really care if I had got-
ten the ball because it’s a team game.”

Malcolm Butler intercepts a pass 
from Russell Wilson.
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